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The Shepherd® Staff

From the Pastor:

Christ.

Our eyes will be open to our unlimited resources in

(Eph1:17,18)

| have never been very good at
taking New Year resolutions
very seriously! | like the idea of
resolutions and | think it is
important to do so! It is good
for us to sit back and look
carefully at our lives and look
for areas of improvement"
change" and challenge! When
we make resolutions to change”
we do so a#er looking carefully
at our lives and where we are at!
When we make resolutions we
usually want to do something
better" or start something new!
Of course we all know how
di$cult it can be to stick to our
New Year resolutions! Our
resolutions always sound good
in theory" but then we face the
work and sacri%ce involved! It
takes a lot of discipline to
change our ways of thinking"
our behavior" life style" our&
selves! It may mean changing
what we are used to" what we
are familiar with!

What about our resolutions as
Christians and as a church? The
di$culties of change are very
apparent in our own struggles
as people of God! We all want to
be better at loving and serving
our God! We want to be good
Christian models" live pleasing
to God! We want to be warm

and welcoming to people
outside the church! We want to
use our space welll We want to
share more of our talents and
money for the good of the
church! The desire to be faithful
followers of Christ is very much
there! The problem? Like with
our own personal goals and
desires for our own health and
happiness" we sometimes resist
and do not like the sacri%ce"
inconvenience and discomfort
that comes with becoming the
Christians we are called to be! It
is hard to give up control" to
give more then we can
comfortably give" to love" trust”
respect and welcome people we
do not like or agree with! It is
hard to take risks and trust
where God might be calling us!
Many of us do not put our
church and worship life before
our work life" our school life and
our recreational time! Going to
church and our involvement is
o#en determined by how busy
our week is or by how we feel!
Unfortunately our culture does
not encourage or help us put
God and one another before
other activities and goals!

How do we work on becoming
more faithful Christians this
coming year? How do we be a

church that stays focused on
our mission? How do we help
each other take the scary steps
and even sacri%oces to better our
work and commitment as a
church? We have what it takes!
We are blessed with so much! |
think it is important that we
work on letting change happen!
This is the only way we can do
more as a church! When we get
anxious about change we can
help each other through the
discomfort and trust that good
things happen with change! |
would like to challenge us all to
take more risks with our faith
this year! Let's believe and trust
that God is working with and in
us! When we really think about
this and believe it we are free to
take more risks as Christians ang
as a church! What is God calling
us to do this year at Holy
Shepherd Lutheran church?
Please listen carefully and share
with all what you hear! May this
New Year be %lled with joy"
peace and change for all!

Pastor Marshall
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CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING

(Reprint of letter sent to church members on Dec. 22, 2008)

To: Members of Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
Dear Fellow Church Members:

This is our formal notibcation that a mandatory
congregational meeting will be held on Sunday,
January 11, 2009 immediately following the church
service. This meeting is for members only and is to
vote on calling a pastor for Holy Shepherd.

Per the Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
constitution, you must be present to vote; mail-in or
absentee ballots are not acceptable.

A representative from the Southwest California

Synod will be present during our meeting, so you
can address any questions or concerns you may
have to the Bishop and/or his staff.

JANUARY, 2009

Our church future depends on your presence and
your vote. Please be sure to mark your calendars
for this important meeting. A light lunch will be
served.

Sincerely,

Helen Williams
Chair, Holy Shepherd Call Committee

With God
nothing
shall be
impossible
Luke 1:37

Epiphany

Greek "#3$%&!#'": "manifestation” or
"appearance"

On the day of Epiphany, January 6, the church
celebrates the revelation of Christ to all nations as
represented by the magi who come to worship
Jesus. The church calendar recognizes the
season of Epiphany from January 6 until the last
Sunday before Ash Wednesday which is
celebrated as the Transfiguration of our Lord. The
length of the season of Epiphany varies and is
determined by working backwards through the
season of Lent from the moveable date for the
celebration of Easter.

Principal Themes
The revelation of Christ to all nations
Jesus' baptism in the River Jordan
Christ as the light of the world
The public ministry of Jesus Christ,
including Jesus' first miracle of turning
water into wine at the wedding at Cana
¥  Growth in a Christian's baptized identity
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TO SPREADAND SHARE THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST!!

PAGE 2



HOLY SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH

! JANUARY , 2009

WHAT GOES AROUND COMES
AROUND

|One day a man saw an old lady, stranded on the
side of the road, but even in the dim light of day, he
could see she needed help. So he pulled up in front
of her Mercedes and got out. His Pontiac was still
sputtering when he approached her. Even with the
smile on his face, she was worried. No one had
stopped to help for the last hour or so. Was he
going to hurt her? He didn't look safe; he looked
poor and hungry.!He could see that she was
frightened, standing out there in the cold. He knew
how she felt. It was that chill which only fear can
put in you...

He said, 'I'm here to help you, ma‘am. Why don't
you wait in the car where it's warm? By the way, my
name is Bryan Anderson.''Well, all she had was a
Bat tire, but for an old lady, that was bad enough.
Bryan crawled under the car looking

for a place to put the jack, skinning his knuckles a
[time or two. Soon he was able to change the tire.
But he had to get dirty and his hands hurt.!As he
was tightening up the lug nuts, she rolled down the
window and began to talk to him. She told him that
she was from! St. Louis !land was only just passing
through. She couldn't thank him enough for coming
to her aid. Bryan just smiled as he closed her
trunk. The lady asked how much she owed him.
Any amount would have been all right with her. She
already imagined all the awful things that could
have happened had he not stopped. Bryan never
thought twice about being paid. This was not a job
to him. This was helping someone in need, and
God knows there were plenty who had given him a
hand in the past. He had lived his whole life that
way, and it never occurred to him to act any other
way.!

He told her that if she really wanted to pay him
back, the next time she saw someone who needed
help, she could give that person the assistance
they needed, and Bryan added, 'And think of me.'!

He waited until she started her car and drove off. It
|had been a cold and depressing day, but he felt
good as he headed for home, disappearing into the
[twilight.!

A few miles down the road the lady saw a small
cafe. She went in to grab a bite to eat, and take the
chill off before she made the last leg of her trip
home. It was a dingy looking restaurant. Outside
were two old gas pumps. The whole scene was
unfamiliar to her. The waitress came over and
brought a clean towel to wipe her wet hair. She had
a sweet smile, one that even being on her feet for
the whole day couldn't erase. The lady noticed the
waitress was nearly eight months pregnant, but she
never let the strain and aches change her attitude.
The old lady wondered how someone who had so
little could be so giving to a stranger. Then she
remembered Bryan.

After the lady Pnished her meal, she paid witha
hundred dollar bill. The waitress quickly went to get
change for her hundred dollar bill, but the old lady
had slipped right out the door. She was gone by the
time the waitress came back. The waitress
wondered where the lady could be. Then she
noticed something written on the napkin.!

There were tears in her eyes when she read what
the lady wrote: 'You don't owe me anything. | have
been there too. Somebody once helped me out, the
way I'm helping you. If you really want to pay me
back, here is what you do: Do not let this chain of
love end with you.'!

Under the napkin were four more $100 bills.!

Well, there were tables to clear, sugar bowls to Pll,
and people to serve, but the waitress made it
through another day. That night when she got
home from work and climbed into bed, she was
thinking about the money and what the lady had
written. How could the lady have known how much
she and her husband needed it? With the baby due
next month, it was going to be hard....!

She knew how worried her husband was, and as
he lay sleeping next to her, she gave him a soft
kiss and whispered soft and low, 'Everything's
going to be all right. | love you, Bryan Anderson.'!
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CPR Class

While you canOt predict when an emergency will occur, you can be preparg

knowledge and skills youOll need to respond to a life-threatening situation

confidence.

YouOll receive a participantOs workbook and laminated Adult CPR/AED an
Aid skill cards that include full-color images and easy-to-read text that will v

you step by step through a variety of lifesaving skills. The skill cards will alg

COST IS ONLY $38.00!!
Comparable classes cost as much as $100!

Class size is limited to 10 students...so donOt wait to sign up!

Please check the weekly bulletin or the Holy Shepherd websitg

the next scheduled class. Remember, classes fill up early.

To register or get more information, e-mail:
cpr@holyshepherdlutheran.us

g .....................................
chiist  WOMEN OF HOLY
i SHEPHERD
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Please check the weekly bu"etin for the date, time and
the next get together for the Holy Shepherd WomenOs

Bring your lunch and a drink.

ed
less time than you think, American Red Cross training can give you the vita|
i

d
alk

serve as an excellent refresher and reference tool after training is completg.

50th Anniversary

To all 50th Anniversary
Committee Members:

In

ith
The first meeting of the 50th
Anniversary Committee will be
~ Wednesday night, January
F"P4th at 7:00 p.m. at the home
of Barbara Duprey.

o

Please let Barbara know if you
are unable to attend.

Sta" and Contributors
to this issue:

Barbara Duprey
Dona Jorgensen
Hank Jorgensen
Erica Latta

Sue Meier
LeRoy Nyquist
Annette Weeks
Colleen Woods

 for

Il

The Shepherd’s Staff is published
monthly by Holy Shepherd Lutheran
Church.

The deadline for the February
newsletter is: January 21st.

E-mail tc}: AnnetteRW@aol.com
place o
(Group.
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For all of us who are seniors - for all of
you who know seniors - and for all of you
who will be seniors. It pays to be able to
laugh about it when you are!

Christmas Poinsettias

Thank you to everyone who purchased
And, speaking of senior moments: poinsettias to decorate the altar during the
Christmas season. They were beautiful!

A Senior moment.....

WHERE is my SUNDAY paper? The irate
customer calling the newspaper office loudly
demanded, wanting to know where her Surnday

Growing
edition was.

in Faith

Madam, said the newspaper employee, today is
Saturday. The Sunday paper is not delivered
until tomorrow, on Sunday.

There was quite a long pause on the other end $POHSFHBUJPOB

of the phone, followed by a ray of recognitign
as she was heard to mutter, "Well, jeez ... o|Pleasebe sureand mark your calendardor ouf
that's why no one was at church today'. Congregational Meeting on January 11h,
immediatelyfollowing the churchservice Thig
meetingis for churchmemberonly.

Proverbs 5:6-11 I8

lmd

n" for one of them finoncial mirecles
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Shepherd’s Staff Needs You!
Holy Shepberd
Lutheran Church
Pastor:
10347 Mason Avenue

Do you have a persondhnetteRW®@aol.com., or
interest story that you would likedeop 2t by the church. The/
share with others? Would you li§hepberd’s Staff would love
to share words of encouragenteitiear frrom you!
faith or Bible verses? If so, w#

Bant to hear %om you! Submi&
your article bwednesday, January
21s&for publication in th#
February NewsletteSend your
article by e-mail to Annette
Weeks @

Chatsworth, CA 91311
Phone: (818) 341-1175
Fax: (818) 341-1285

Website:
Holyshepherdlutheran.us

Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.
Adult Forum: 9:00 a.m.

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
10347 Mason Avenue
Chatsworth, CA 91311

The Mission of Holy Shepberd..........

TO SHAREAND SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST!
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Please Pray For:

Pastor Ed Busch
Lyn Hunter
Sandy Lohr
The family and %iends of Luci"e Marsha"

LeRoy Nyquist and the family and %iepds of
Wyman Nyquis&

Margaret Perkins
The family and %iends of Ken Thomas

Prayer Chain
If you have a prayer need, please Geneva Turner

call one of the following people: Po"y Vickers
Bernice Carlson: (818) 882-1988

Dona Jorgensen: (818) 341-9790
Hedy Lanczek: (818) 882-3954

() BIRTHDAYS - January

Dax Martin January 5
Charles Carlson January 17

TO SHAREAND SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST!
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Women of the ELCA

Cell Phone Recycling:

How many old cell phones do you, your family al
friends have? You can help bght poverty for women
joining in the Women of the ELCA/Good Deed
Foundation cell phone recycling challenge and help s;
the environment at the same time by keeping them o
of the landfills. Check the Web site]
(~www.gooddeedfoundation.org/welca) for more
information. The challenge enddviay 1, 2009.

WomenELCA =2

Women of the ELCA supports Good Deed Foundation's
efforts around two important issues - to provide lasting
solutions for women and families in poverty and for
climate change.

Join Us! Recycle your cellphones...
to provide lasting solutions for poverty and climate
change.

A collection box has been placed in the
church narthex to collect your old phones.

Please contact Annette Weeks if you have any
guestions.

nd
by

loly Shepherd
"ible Stud#

Please join Pastor Marshall f
Bible Study on Monday evenii
@ 7:30 p.m. at the home
Margaret Perkins.

DI
N9
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